
Slide 1 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE                            03/07/2021
AN ORDERLY ACCOUNT OF HOW GOD ACCOMPLISHED HIS REDEMPTIVE PLAN

# 1  LUKE THE MAN AND GOSPEL THEMES

1
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Luke 1: 3b, 1b, 4b

3b it seemed good to me…to 

write an orderly account for you…
1b …of the things that have been 

accomplished among us…
4b the things you have been taught.
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A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

"EIN FESTE BURG IST UNSER GOTT"

MARTIN LUTHER 

1529
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A PARAPHRASE OF PSALM 46

"BATTLE HYMN OF THE REFORMATION"
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Prelude
A mighty Fortress is our God,

A Bulwark never failing;

Our Helper He, amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing.
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For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe;

His craft and pow’r are great,

And armed with cruel hate,

On earth is not his equal.
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Did we in our own strength confide,

Our striving would be losing;

Were not the right Man on our side,

The Man of God’s own choosing.
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Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus – it is He;

The Lord of Hosts, His name,

From age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.
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And tho’ this world, with devils filled,

Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God hath willed

His truth to triumph through us.
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Let goods and kindred go –

This mortal life also.

The body they may kill;

God’s truth abideth still.

His kingdom is forever!
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For Thine is the Kingdom,

And the Power,

And the Glory,

Forever. 

Amen…Amen
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LUKE OUTLINE

1:1-4                PREFACE: A REASSURING HISTORY

1:5-2:52 INFANCY & YOUTH NARRATIVE

3:3–4:13           PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY

4:14–9:50         THE GALILEAN MINISTRY

9:51–19:44       THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM

19:45-24:53       JESUS SLAIN AND VINDICATED
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1 03/07/21 --------                   Luke, the Man/The Gospel Themes
2 03/14/21 1:1-4 Reliable Information
3 03/21/21 1:5-25 Here Comes John
4 03/28/21 1:26-38                 The Angel & the Virgin
5 04/04/21 24:1-35    Easter/Two Sad Faces/The Road to Emmaus 
6 04/11/21 1:39-56    The Song od Mary
7 04/18/21 1:57-80 His Name is John, Week 1
8 04/25/21 1:57-80                 His Name is John, Week 2
9 05/02/21 2:1-20 Christ the Lord, Week 1
10 05/09/21      2:1-20                    Christ the Lord, Week 2                                        
11         05/16/21     2:21-32 The Song of Simeon
12         05/23/21 2:33-38                  Simeon’s Prophecy/Anna the Prophetess s
13         05/30/21 2:39-48                  The Man Who is God, Week 1
14        06/06/21 2:49-52                  The Man Who is God, Week 2
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE MAN

Luke, perhaps a nick name for Lucius, was                                                                          

the early Christian leader who accompanied                                        

Paul on several missionary journeys. 

The two men were friends, and Luke's support                                         

was an encouragement to the apostle.                                                  

Traditionally, Luke has been considered                                                

'the beloved physician' (Colossians 4:14). 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE MAN

There are two other references to Luke in the New Testament. 

In writing to Philemon, Paul clearly listed Luke along with Mark, 

Aristarchus, and Demas as 'my fellow workers' (Philemon 24). 

According to 2 Timothy, Paul noted with appreciation Luke's 

presence when he wrote from prison, 'Luke alone is with me’             

(2 Timothy 4:11). 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE MAN

Since Luke is mentioned in the Colossians passage after all the 

Jewish Christian workers have been noted, it is usually concluded 

that he was a Gentile Christian (Colossians 4:10-14).

Luke was an earnest disciple and showed a great deal of interest in 

the background, formation, and development of the early church.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE MAN

While little is known of Luke's background, much light is shed on 

his interests and concerns by reading the two New Testament 

books he wrote - the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. 

These two writings constitute about 27% of the New Testament. 

Certainly, Luke's perspective on the life of Christ and Christian 

origins is most important if one is to understand the message of 

the New Testament. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE HISTORIAN

It is important to pay strict attention to the Preface of Luke's 

Gospel (Luke 1:1-4). 

Here Luke, following the conventions of                                               

the Hellenistic historians of the time,                                                       

outlined his historical method: 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE HISTORIAN

(1) He acknowledged that others had attempted to do historical 

work on Christian origins before him. 

(2) He recognized the value of using the evidence provided by the 

original eyewitnesses and servants of the Word: 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE HISTORIAN

(3) He believed that there existed a need for 'an orderly account' of 

Christian origins, which he could provide. 

(4) He claimed that he had investigated everything carefully from 

the beginning. 

(5) He named Theophilus as the intended recipient of his work and 

history. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE -  THE HISTORIAN

(6) He presented his material so that his readers (Theophilus and 

other interested people) might may have 'certainty concerning the 

things’ they had ‘been taught.’

Luke attempted to present an historical account of Christian origins 

that had a high degree of credibility. 

He paid careful attention to historical trustworthiness. 

He made it clear that Christianity must be understood against the 

background of both Jewish and Roman history. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EXCELLENT LITERARY STYLE

Luke's concern for accuracy and sound historical method was not 

accomplished at the expense of good literary style. 

He painted vivid portraits in his Gospel of Zachariah, Mary, 

Elizabeth, Anna, Herod Antipas, the Roman centurion at the cross, 

and the wailing women of Jerusalem. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EXCELLENT LITERARY STYLE

In Acts there are moving accounts of Ananias and Sapphira, 

Stephen, Philip, the Ethiopian eunuch, Eutychus, Lydia, Barnabas, 

Elymas, Peter and Paul. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EXCELLENT LITERARY STYLE

His fresh manner of presentation is also evident in the                        

stories Jesus told. 

Many of the most familiar parables have come to us from Luke. 

These include 'the Rich Fool', 'the Barren Fig Tree', 'the Great 

Supper', 'the Dishonest Manager' and 'the Unworthy Servants’. 

Particularly unforgettable examples                                                                 

of parables are 'the Good Samaritan’                                                              

and 'the Prodigal Son'.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EXCELLENT LITERARY STYLE

Luke was a powerful communicator, and his accounts of hair-

raising escapes, midnight deliverances, heavenly interventions and 

remarkable prison escapades make gripping reading. 

He used a variety of materials such as historical records, oral 

tradition, parables, early Christian preaching, and the memory of 

eyewitnesses to share his message about Christ and the emerging 

Christian community. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S USE OF SPIRITUAL SONGS AND PRAISE

Closely related to Luke's artistry was his use of hymns. 

His nativity story is particularly rich,                                                              

for here he has given us the                                                                      

'Song of Mary', the 'Song of Zachariah’,                                                

the 'Song of the Angel Host’                                                                        

and the 'Song of Simeon’.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S USE OF SPIRITUAL SONGS AND PRAISE

Praising God was clearly important to Luke, and it is a prominent 

feature of both his Gospel and Acts. One of the most remarkable 

examples of praise occurred when Paul and Silas prayed and sang 

hymns late at night in a Philippian jail.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EMPHASIS ON JOY

This theme of joy is clear in the songs which mark the nativity 

story. 

The angel that heralded the birth of John the Baptist announced 

that he would bring 'joy and gladness' to his parents and that 

'many will rejoice at his birth’. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EMPHASIS ON JOY

Similarly, the angel who announced the birth of Jesus said: 'I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people'. The 

coming of Jesus as Savior and Lord was associated with joy.

28  

 

Slide 29 
.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EMPHASIS ON JOY

This theme is sounded repeatedly throughout the Gospel and Acts. 

It is striking how frequently Luke used the verb 'rejoice'  to 

describe the difference that Jesus made in the lives of His 

followers. 

Luke believed that the Christian faith was intended to bring not 

only the forgiveness of sins but also a resulting joy and radiance to 

everyday living. The necessary condition to be met was repentance 

- a genuine sorrow for sin and an honest turning to God for 

forgiveness and cleansing. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S EMPHASIS ON JOY

Thus, it was not surprising that Luke 

cited the words of Jesus at the conclusion 

of the parable of the lost sheep: 

'I tell you that there will be more joy 

in heaven over one sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who need no repentance'.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON PRAYER

Luke has been called 'the Evangelist of Prayer’. 

While all of the Gospels reveal Jesus as a man of prayer and stress 

the duty of prayer, Luke has highlighted the importance of prayer in 

the life of Jesus and the Christian church. 

This is clear both in his rich vocabulary for prayer (where at least 

nine different terms are used) and in the large number of prayer 

incidents recorded in both Luke and Acts.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON PRAYER

In Luke's Gospel, Jesus prayed over every major decision and at 

every turning point in His life. 

He prayed at His baptism, before choosing                                                

His disciples, at Caesarea Philippi,                                                          

on the Mount of Transfiguration,                                                            

in Gethsemane and on the cross. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON PRAYER

Luke presented Christ's teaching on prayer in the 'Model Prayer', 

and also included several prayer parables. 

Luke wanted to teach Christian disciples that prayer could make a 

great difference in their lives. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S INTEREST IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit features prominently in Luke's writings. In the 

Gospel, the Spirit was active in the conception of Christ, 

throughout His ministry, and in the post-resurrection period, 

when He promised His disciples that they would receive the Spirit 

to empower their service. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S INTEREST IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Jesus was indwelt by the Spirit, tested by the Spirit, anointed by 

the Spirit, and the teacher of the disciples about the importance 

of the Spirit. 

Several other characters in Luke's Gospel were recipients of the 

Holy Spirit including John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, Zachariah, 

and Simeon. 35  
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S INTEREST IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Jesus not only rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, but also instructed His 

disciples about the Spirit's help in crisis situations. 

While it was possible to be forgiven for words spoken against the 

Son of Man, 'one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not 

be forgiven'.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S WORLDWIDE THRUST

Luke had a strong conviction that the Christian message should 

not be confined to one people or one land. 

This led him to emphasize the universal nature of the gospel of 

Christ, which he believed was a message for all people and all 

lands. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S WORLDWIDE THRUST

In his Gospel, Luke was careful to include the larger imperial 

setting of the life of Christ. 

He saw the divinely prepared salvation as one which God had 

prepared 'in the presence of all peoples', including the Gentiles. 

While several Gospel writers cited Isaiah, only Luke included the 

words, 'all flesh shall see the salvation of God'. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S WORLDWIDE THRUST

Other indications of this wider perspective include the thankful 

Samaritan leper, the rebuke of party bigotry, the stress on 

unbounded neighborliness, and the emphasis upon personal 

response rather than national privilege. 

Luke noted with favor the faith of the centurion when Jesus 

remarked: 'I tell you; not even in Israel have I found such faith'.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S WORLDWIDE THRUST

Saul's conversion was told three times in Acts to emphasize the 

importance of his role in the dissemination of the gospel: 'Go,' the 

Lord told the skeptical Ananias, 'for he is a chosen instrument of 

mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the 

children of Israel'. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S GRACIOUSNESS

Closely related to Luke's concern for 'all saints and all sorts' was 

his graciousness. 

He saw Jesus of Nazareth as deeply concerned for the underdog, 

the exploited and the disadvantaged. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S GRACIOUSNESS

In Luke's portrait of Jesus, one is given a window into Luke's own 

heart. 

Jesus was sensitive to the plight of the poor, lepers, widows, the 

sick and little children. 

Like his Lord, Luke exhibited a special concern for women. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S GRACIOUSNESS

His Gospel expressed the compassion and loving-kindness of God 

in a most memorable form. 

Thus, it is not surprising that he                                                                   

has depicted many banquet scenes,                                                         

for table fellowship was the                                               perfect 

expression of love and acceptance.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON CHRIST AS SAVIOR & REDEEMER

Finally, there is great emphasis on salvation in Luke's writings. 

Jesus was announced by the angel at the nativity as the promised 

Savior and identified as 'Christ the Lord'. He was acknowledged 

by the aged prophetess Anna in the Temple as the child of 

promise 'to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem'. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON CHRIST AS SAVIOR & REDEEMER

This redemption was not restricted to the Jewish people, for it 

was to embrace the whole human family. 

The coming of Christ challenged people to repent if they were to 

experience forgiveness; Jesus as the Son of Man claimed to have 

the authority to proclaim that forgiveness. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON CHRIST AS SAVIOR & REDEEMER

If men refused to repent, they were told they would perish. God's 

gracious salvation was not to be treated lightly, for those who 

rejected it would find themselves 'cast out’. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON CHRIST AS SAVIOR & REDEEMER

On the other hand, 'there is joy before the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents'. Thus, when Zacchaeus repented Jesus said 

to him, 'Today salvation has come to this house ... For the Son of 

Man came to seek and to save the lost'. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

LUKE’S STRESS ON CHRIST AS SAVIOR & REDEEMER

The Christ centered message proclaimed by Luke is summed up 

beautifully at the end of his Gospel, Luke 24:45-48a.

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, 46 and said to them,

“Thus, it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 

day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And 

behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you…”
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HOLY LAND GEOGRAPHY
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Slide 57 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE                            03/14/2021
AN ORDERLY ACCOUNT OF HOW GOD ACCOMPLISHED HIS REDEMPTIVE PLAN

# 2  RELIABLE  INFORMATION

57
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Luke 1: 3b, 1b,4b

3b it seemed good to me…to 

write an orderly account for you…
1b …of the things that have been 

accomplished among us…
4b the things you have been taught.

 

 

 


