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AN ORDERLY ACCOUNT OF HOW GOD ACCOMPLISHED HIS REDEMPTIVE PLAN

# 10   2:15-20   CHRIST THE LORD-THE REACTION                      

1

.

Luke 2:20

And the shepherds returned,        
glorifying and praising God                         

for all they had heard and seen,                 
as it had been told them.
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PRELUDE
We've a story to tell to the nations,
that shall turn their hearts to the right,
a story of truth and mercy,
a story of peace and light,
a story of peace and light.
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For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright,
and Christ's great kingdom                             
shall come on earth,
the kingdom of love and light.
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We've a message to give to the nations,
that the Lord who reigneth above
has sent us His Son to save us,
and show us that God is love,
and show us that God is love. 
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For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright,
and Christ's great kingdom                             
shall come on earth,
the kingdom of love and light.
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For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright,
and Christ's great kingdom                             
shall come on earth,
the kingdom of love and light.
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We've a Savior to show to the nations,
who the path of sorrow has trod,
that all of the world's great peoples
may come to the truth of God,
may come to the truth of God! [Refrain]
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LUKE OUTLINE

1:1-4 PREFACE: A REASSURING HISTORY

1:5-2:52     INFANCY & YOUTH NARRATIVE

3:3–4:13           PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY

4:14–9:50         THE GALILEAN MINISTRY

9:51–19:44       THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM

19:45-24:53       JESUS SLAIN AND VINDICATED
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 LESSON SCHEDULE

1 03/07/21 -------- Luke the Man/The Gospel Themes
2 03/14/21 1:1-4 Reliable Information
3 03/21/21 1:5-25 Here Comes John
4 03/28/21 1:26-38                 The Angel and the Virgin
5 04/04/21 24:1-35    Easter/Two Sad Faces/The Road to Emmaus 
6 04/11/21 1:39-56    The Song of Mary
7 04/18/21 1:57-66 His Name is John
8 04/25/21 1:67-80                 Zechariah’s Song
9 05/02/21 2:1-14 Christ the Lord-The Birth & Announcement
10 05/09/21       2:15-20                 Christ the Lord-The Reaction
11         05/16/21     2:21-32 The Song of Simeon
12         05/23/21 2:33-38                  Simeon’s Prophesy/Anna the Prophetess
13         05/30/21 2:39-52                  The Man Who Is God, Part 1
14        06/06/21 2:49-52                  The Man Who Is God, Part 2
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LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-WHAT IS PEACE ?   LUKE 2:14
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased!”

peace What peace is NOT.

Peace does not mean no more war. 
The Bible clearly teaches that nations will continue to rise up 
against each other.

Peace does not mean personal tranquility or removal from life’s 
tragedy and difficulty (pain, illness, disappointment).
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LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-WHAT IS PEACE ?   LUKE 2: 14
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased!”

peace What is this peace from Jesus?

Recall Zechariah’s Song: Luke 1:78 because of the tender mercy of 
our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light 
to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.”

The way of peace Salvation knowledge is made known and 
forgiveness of sins is possible. 

This is the peace of God that results in salvation.

12  

 



Slide 13 
.

LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-WHAT IS PEACE ?   LUKE 2: 14
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased!”

1st This peace with God does not exist naturally.

God loves us, but His wrath is against us. 

We are by nature hostile to God.
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LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-WHAT IS PEACE ?   LUKE 2: 14
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased!”

2nd Peace with God does not come by our endeavors.

We cannot make peace with God by our effort.

Just try a little harder and God will accept you.

This is the message of false religion.
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LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-WHAT IS PEACE ?   LUKE 2: 14
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased!”

3rd Christ’s mission was to establish this peace!

Trust in the Savior Jesus allows us to be right with God which is the 
peace of God.

He brings peace for those with whom He is pleased.

The baby in the manger does not provide peace.

The shed blood of Jesus on the cross provides the way of peace.
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LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-WHAT IS PEACE ?   LUKE 2: 14
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased!”

with whom He is pleased 
Not those who please Him by good works, 
but those who believe in His Son.

Colossians 1:21-23
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 
deeds, 22 He has now reconciled in His body of flesh by His death, in 
order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach 
before Him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of 
which I, Paul, became a minister.

16  

 

Slide 17 
.

LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-THE REACTION   LUKE 2: 15-20

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby lying in a manger.
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LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-THE REACTION   LUKE 2: 15-20

17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured 

up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION   LUKE 2: 15-20

God the Father arranges His own celebration for the birth of His 
Son.

God dispatches angels to a field outside of Bethlehem to celebrate 
His Son’s birth.

He chooses to make the announcement to lowly shepherds 
watching over their sheep.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION   LUKE 2: 15-20

However, remember that Jesus called Himself the good Shepherd.

John 10:11, 14-16

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep…. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 

own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other 

sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice. So, there will be one flock, one shepherd.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION THE DECISION
LUKE 2:15
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.”

Since the word suddenly or immediately is not used, can we 
assume that the angels departed slowly?

Going to see a newborn baby would not be of great interest to the 
shepherds, particularly since they had duties with the sheep.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION THE DECISION
LUKE 2:15
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.”

However, the shepherds had been told important facts by the 
angel.

They were motivated and wanted to see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.

which the Lord has made known to us They were devout enough to 
know that it was God Himself who brought them this good news.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION THE DISCOVERY
LUKE 2:16
16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger.

They travel to Bethlehem to find the baby.

We are not told how they found the baby.

But, they had been given a sign which should help them find and 
recognize the infant the angel described.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION THE DECLARATION
LUKE 2:17
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 
been told them concerning this child.

It would be safe to assume that the shepherds told Mary and 
Joseph all that happened that evening in the fields outside of 
Bethlehem.

Mary Joseph would learn about the angel’s message, the multitude 
of angels offering praise, and the sign the shepherds were given to 
find the infant Jesus.

Surely, Mary and Joseph would have told the shepherds about their 
encounters with angels and who this baby was.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION THE DECLARATION
LUKE 2:17
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 
been told them concerning this child.

Therefore, the shepherds had quite a story to tell including all they 
had seen and heard in the fields and the information provided by 
Mary and Joseph.

they made known the saying that had been told them                   
concerning this child.

They were so excited that they had to declare to others what they 
had been told.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION AMAZEMENT
LUKE 2:18
18 And all who heard it wondered (were amazed) at what the 

shepherds told them.

amazed Most English translations use the word amazed rather than 

wondered which seems to be a more appropriate translation of the 

Greek word.

amazed This is a word commonly used by Luke in his gospel. In fact, 

we will see him use this word many times in future lessons.

26  

 

Slide 27 
.

LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION AMAZEMENT
LUKE 2:18
18 And all who heard it wondered (were amazed) at what the 

shepherds told them.

So, why were people amazed by what the shepherd told them?

A baby was born, and that was not very unusual.

The baby was born and placed into a manger. That is unusual but 

not cause for amazement!
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION AMAZEMENT
LUKE 2:18

No, they told people what the angel had told them, and that 

certainly was a reason to be amazed.

LUKE 2:10-14 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION AMAZEMENT
LUKE 2:18

The baby is the Messiah who brings good news and great joy for all 
mankind.

This baby is the long-awaited Messiah. He is Savior, the Christ, and 
the Lord meaning God Himself.

That is the message that evokes amazement.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION AMAZEMENT
LUKE 2:18

The shepherds are not describing a newborn child but are telling 
others about the characteristics of Jesus the Messiah.

We do not know how long this amazement lasted or if anyone 
acted upon the good news. 

Perhaps some did. Unfortunately, most reject such a message.

Luke wants to contrast this reaction to Mary’s contemplative and 
heart-felt response.
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LESSON 10 CHRIST THE LORD-THE REACTION DEVOTION/WORSHIP
LUKE 2:20
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The experiences of the shepherds caused them to express devotion 

and breakout in worship of God.

They returned, glorifying and praising God.

The shepherds had attained a deep faith and realization regarding 

what they had just seen.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION
DEVOTION/WORSHIP LUKE 2:20
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

They returned to their flocks and their homes as true believers and 

followers and continued their evangelistic work, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen. 

What truly astounded them was that all these incredible things 

took place just as it had been told.

Everything the angels had told them came true.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION MARY RESPONDS
LUKE 2:19
19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 

heart.

What an overwhelming experience this must have been for Mary! 

Her child born of smelly place far from her home. Shepherds show 

up with stories of angels.

In all the Bible, Mary stands out as a remarkable young woman.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD - THE REACTION MARY RESPONDS
LUKE 2:19
19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.

Back in Bethlehem, surely, she was subjected to cruel jokes, snide 

remarks, and whispered accusations of infidelity.

However, she had strength from God. She was calm, spiritually 

sensitive, strong, steady, and tender. 

She treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.

The meaning is kept on treasuring and kept on pondering.
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LESSON 10   CHRIST THE LORD SUMMARY

The responses of Mary and the Shepherds is to be our responses as 
well, for the glory of the coming of the Christ child should still 
overwhelm us. 

For many of us, Christmas is our favorite time of the year, but the 
glory of Christ Himself is the true highlight of the Christmas season, 
much more than the lights and the tinsel and the other bright and 
loud elements, as much fun as they are. 

We must combine the amazement of verse 18 with the praise of 
verse 20.

Mary and the shepherds show us the true and proper reaction to 
the birth of Christ.
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AN ORDERLY ACCOUNT OF HOW GOD ACCOMPLISHED HIS REDEMPTIVE PLAN

# 11   2:21-32   THE SONG OF SIMEON

36
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Luke 2:30-32

“for my eyes have seen 

your salvation that you have prepared 

in the presence of all peoples, a light   

for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”

 

 

 


